
NEWS OF ZION LUTHERAN | ANOKA OCTOBER 2021

In-Person Worship
5 pm (Sat)
8, 9 & 11 am (Sun)

Livestream Worship
5 pm (Sat) 
8, 9 & 11 am (Sun)

Cable TV
5 pm (Sat)
10 am & 5 pm (Sun)

Radio Broadcast
106.1 (BOB-FM)
9 am (Sun)

GOSPEL READINGS

October 2-3
Mark 10:2-16

October 9-10
Mark 10:17-31

October 16-17
Mark 10:35-45

October 23-24
Mark 10:46-52

October 30-31
John 8:31-36

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

WEEKEND SERVICES (In-Person & Online)
Saturdays @ 5 pm

Sundays @ 8 am, 9 am & 11 am
RADIO (106.1 FM)

Sundays @ 9 am (live)
CABLE TV (Ch. 6)
Saturdays @ 5 pm

Sundays @ 10 am & 5 pm

 October Worship Opportunities

Zion 152 Years - Living in Faith
“Zion 152 Years – Living in Faith” is our stewardship 
theme for this fall. In early October, every Zion household 
will receive a packet that contains the 2022 stewardship 
materials. Commitment weekend will be on Sunday, October 31. Please return your 
completed stewardship intention sheet by mailing it in, dropping it off at church, or 
placing it in the offering boxes at the main Sanctuary exits. Given all the uncertainty 
related to the continued COVID-19 Pandemic, we appreciate you returning your 
intention sheet for 2022 on or before October 31. We are very grateful for your 
generosity and faithful stewardship!

All Saints Sunday and Luminaries for Loved Ones
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. For by 
it the people of old received their commendation. Hebrews 11:1

All Saints Sunday is Sunday, November 7 and it is the day we acknowledge those 
we love and cherish who, during this past year, were commended into the arms of 
our Savior’s mercy for the blessed rest of everlasting peace. We will name the Zion 
members who have died as well as give you the opportunity in worship to write a 
name on a card of the saint you would like to remember.

In the evening, we will have our Luminaries for Loved Ones event in our Zion 
parking lot from 5:30-7 p.m. where you can drive through our lot, listening to 
music through our radio transmitter and pray and remember all the saints who 
have touched your lives. You are invited to pick up a white paper bag from church 
starting October 17, decorate the bag any way you would like or just write the name 
of your loved one(s) on the bag(s). We will collect completed bags through noon on 
November 7 when we will have a group fill each bag with sand and a tea light and 
place them in our lot.



Fall is in the air, which means it is that time of year again…our fall Stewardship emphasis at Zion. 
Our Stewardship theme is “Zion 152 Years—Living in Faith”. As we look ahead to our 152nd year 
as a congregation, we are indeed living in faith. We are about to begin our second year of living 
through a very challenging pandemic and our trust in God is sustaining us as we are living in 
faith together.

Your faithfulness during this very challenging time has allowed us to adapt as a congregation. 
Through your faithful stewardship we are able to offer in-person services, and multiple “virtual” 

a message from Pastor Brent

opportunities to worship each weekend. We are able to provide Christian learning opportunities for all ages both 
“virtually” and in-person. We have continued to be the Church together in new and creative ways. We have also 
been able to fulfill our support to our mission partners, both locally and globally.

As in previous years, stewardship materials will be mailed out at the beginning of October. Your completed 
intention sheet for 2022 may be returned in the mail, dropped off at the front desk, or placed in the offering boxes 
during our in-person worship services by Sunday, October 31.

We are so very grateful for your generosity and commitment to live in faith together with our Zion Church family 
in 2022.

With gratitude,

A Piece of the Pie
By Colleen Nelson

Due to the pandemic, several natural disasters and unrest near and far, my prayers often begin by absorbing 
the promise Jesus made in John 14:27. Jesus says, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to 
you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” I find by reciting these powerful 
words, I invite the Holy Spirit to prepare my thoughts for prayer. Since there are plenty of people today living 
in chaos who need God’s peace a lot more than I do, I wonder how might I balance my need for mindfulness and 
the desperate need for God’s peace globally? Since I don’t want to be greedy, I was thinking I could just ask for a 
piece of the peace pie. Jesus would surely grant my request. He is God, after all and I’m a pretty good Christian. 
Stop, wait a minute… God’s generosity isn’t influenced by my efforts or my failings. Jesus’ peace is a gift for all 
people and asking for a small piece would be placing a human limit on the infinite expanse of his supply. Besides, 
praying for peace personally and globally is not either/or but rather both/and. The standing joke regarding Miss 
Universe pageants is the oft response from participants answering the question, “If you were to win the title, 
how would you make a difference in the upcoming year?” Almost every time, the answer revolves around the 
lofty goal to bring about world peace. Humor aside, prayer is impactful and world peace is possible. In Mark 11:24 
Jesus promises, “Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will 
be yours.” Since October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month, I invite you to pray for victims of debilitating 
relationships who seek peace and refuge and for those who are in a position to shelter them.



Zion’s New Director of Music and Worship
We are thrilled to announce that Dr. Jonathan Campbell will be joining the Zion Staff as 
Director of Music and Worship on November 1.

Dr. Campbell received his Bachelor of Arts from Luther College in Decorah, Iowa in 1998. At 
Luther, he sang in the Nordic Choir for three years and studied conducting with Weston Noble. 
In 2002, Jonathan completed a Master of Sacred Music degree from Luther Seminary, St. Paul, 
Minnesota, where he studied choral conducting with Anton Armstrong and church music 
with Paul Westermeyer. He earned his Doctor of Musical Arts in choral conducting in 2015 at 
North Dakota State University and served as interim director of Choral Activities at Winona State University in 
the spring of 2011. Jonathan recently served on the faculty at Augsburg University, Minneapolis, MN as conductor 
of the Cedar Singers male chorus and the Masterworks Chorale. He also founded and was artistic director of the 
Minnesota Renaissance Choir. He is coming to us from Claremont, California where he served as Director of Music 
and Fine Arts at Claremont United Church of Christ. He is the proud father of two beautiful children.

Listen to Jonathan’s work at https://soundcloud.com/jon-campbell-589736139.

Livestream Equipment - Special Donation Request
During the pandemic we have relied heavily on our livestream equipment in the Sanctuary. Having this
equipment has been a blessing. However, the cameras and other equipment are starting to show their age and are 
in need of being updated. The cost of this project is $34,500.

If you would like to make a donation to help us move forward with these updates, please send/drop off a check to 
the church and note in the memo line “Livestream Updates”. For more information contact Pastor Mike 
mrueckert@zionanoka.org.

Sunday Adult Forums are Back
Join us each Sunday morning at 10 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall for our Sunday Adult Forums! Here is the schedule 
for October:

• Oct 3: Zion’s Oral History Part 2 featuring Greg Bergeron, Emily Johnson, Marge Anderson and Pastor Mark 
Tiede.

• Oct 10 and 17: Dr. Mark Tranvik: Martin Luther and the Called Life - Dr. Mark Tranvik is a Professor of 
Reformation History at Luther Seminary. One of the hallmarks of Luther’s theology was its concern for daily 
life. In the midst of debates about justification and salvation, church authority, and the Lord’s Supper, he bore 
a deep concern for daily Christian life. Dr. Tranvik looks at the importance of vocation in Luther’s own life 
and in doing so, discovers renewed insights into this important doctrine. Vocation, the called life, is a way of 
understanding that all of life is under the care and interest of God. All of our activities as a spouse, parent, 
child, worker, citizen, and church member are a part of a called life.

• Oct 24 and 31: Climate Scientist Dr. Sam Potter - Sam will talk about evidence for human-caused global 
warming, projected climate impacts for Minnesota, and the scale of global and Minnesota climate action 
necessary to prevent catastrophic change.

worship and grow



grow

Romans Small Group Study Schedule
We continue with the second half of our small group study on Romans by Max Lucado. Here is the remaining 
schedule:

• Week of October 4: The Story We’ve Joined (Romans 9-11)
• Week of October 11: The Path We Follow (Romans 12-13)
• Week of October 18: The Fellowship We Find (Romans 14-16)

New Small Group Study - “Vanishing Grace” by Philip Yancey
Why does the church stir up so many negative feelings, chasing the younger generation away? In his unique 
storytelling style, bestselling author Philip Yancey shows how we can share grace in a compelling way, and thus 
bring the healing power of good news to our badly divided society.

You can sign up for a small group at the Welcome Desk and purchase the Vanishing Grace book for $10 at the front 
desk beginning October 10.

Zion Pages Book Group
Monday, October 25 | 6:30 p.m. | Zoom
We will discuss The Vanishing Half: A Novel by Brit Bennett. Bennett offers an engrossing page-turner about 
family and relationships that is immersive and provocative, compassionate and wise.

Zion Pages meets the 4th Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m. via Zoom. Contact Pastor Sue 763-506-8128 or 
swallager@zionanoka.org for Zoom invitation.

Adult Confirmation Series
Starting in October and into November, we will be offering an adult confirmation series that will end with 
participation in the Affirmation of Baptism service. This litany is most often used at the completion of a youth’s 
confirmation journey, and it is a service where participants affirm the promises given at baptism and promise 
to continue in the life of faith. However, this service can be done at any age and at any stage of a person’s faith 
journey. One can participate in this service more than once as a re-Affirmation of Baptism.

Adult confirmation will be a series of four sessions meeting on Sunday mornings at 10 a.m. The dates and topics 
covered will be:

• October 31 – Prayer
• November 7 – The Bible
• November 14 – Baptism & Holy Communion
• November 21 – Lutheran Understanding of Christian Faith

Following these sessions, participants who wish to affirm their faith in the Affirmation of Baptism service will 
write a faith statement and then have a one-on-one meeting with a pastor. The specific date of the Affirmation of 
Baptism service will be determined based on the availability of those wishing to participate with the service.

If you are interested in participating in the Adult Confirmation series or want more information, please contact 
Pastor Mike mrueckert@zionanoka.org or 763-506-8120.



Affirmation of Baptism Service
On September 18 & 19, twenty-eight youth affirmed their faith in the Affirmation of Baptism service. Please keep 
the following youth in your prayers as they begin a new chapter in their faith journey:

Emily Allen, Leah Amsler, Kenan Aragon, Grace Beckius, Ayden Boehlke, Kelsey Byboth, Ava Cyr, Addison Darr, 
Kendra Gerlach, Brea Hagen, Brock Hagen, Brody Hagen, Brady Hansen, Grace Ketchum, Marie Krakow, Paige 
Leupke, Kenidee McDonald, Abigail Moore, Connor Murdoff, Kjell Norquist, Ashley Peterson, Emily Peterson, Anna 
Rogge, Kendall Rykkeli, Isabelle Santers, Brooke Stokes, Carl Wallager, Jayden White.

Kid City Sunday School: Now Two Options!
Option 1: In Person! At Kid City, kids from age 3-Grade 5 gather to learn the story of Jesus 
and what it means to reflect his love in the world! We meet during the school year from 
10-10:50 a.m. To protect your children, we’ll be following CDC and MDH COVID-19 
guidelines for masking, social distancing and sanitizing so that we can offer an in-person 
Sunday School for your family. Click on the following link to register for Kid City (In Person) 
or scan the QR Code at the right. https://cutt.ly/zionkidcity2021-22

Option 2: Online! If your family is looking for an online Sunday School option, look no 
further than Kid City Online! Each week we’ll email you a link to a short (5ish min.) video 
introducing the Bible story, plus a PDF of activities and coloring pages. We’ll tell you where 
to find the story in your Bibles, and even provide the Bibles! Click on the following link to 
register for Kid City (Online) or scan the QR Code at the right. https://cutt.ly/xEfiJby

Questions? Contact Ann Campbell acampbell@zionanoka.org.

“Gift of Word” Bible Presentations
At Zion, infants and toddlers receive a Baptismal Bible. In addition, Zion provides a Spark 
Story Bible to children at age 3, a full CEV (Contemporary English Version) Bible at Grade 
2, and a youth Bible at Grade 6. The 3-year-old and Grade 2 Bibles will be presented during 
worship services on the following dates: 
• Sunday, Oct. 17: All 3-year-olds, and new 4 and 5-year-olds, will receive a Spark Story 

Bible at the 9 a.m. worship service.
• Sunday, Jan. 30: Second graders will receive the CEV Bible at the 9 a.m. worship service.

In lieu of a class for children and parents, we’ll provide instructional materials for home use. You do not need 
to register to participate in the Bible presentations. However, if you’d like to participate virtually, contact Ann 
Campbell acampbell@zionanoka.org to arrange picking up a Bible in advance. Third, Fourth and Fifth Graders 
who haven’t received a CEV Bible yet can receive one right now by contacting Ann Campbell above.

Trunk or Treat - It’s Baa-aack!!
Mark your calendars for Trunk or Treat, Sunday, October 31 from 1-3 p.m. Sponsored by 
the CYF staff. All are welcome! Watch for more details in upcoming E-updates and Life 
Together bulletin inserts.

grow
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Baptisms
Sept 12 - Henry Wall
Sept 18 - Charlotte Youngquist
Sept 19 - Olivia Broussard
Sept 26 - Mackinleigh Tradewell

Cara Fish
Mike & Patti Hiatt
Marcia Kawecki
Iona Rydmark
Bernice Woolston
Lyle & Marlene Willock
Dennis & Sandy Brodin
Bette Luhmann
Tom & Bonnie King
Roger & Lois Tinker
Chuck Wallace

Tina Erickson
Craig Bakken
Kristine Johnson
Lois Peterson
Isacc & Beth Quarberg
Kirsten Kurtti

Support Our Radio Broadcast on BOB-FM
Thank you to these recent supporters of the Radio Broadcast Fund:

Camp Wapo Noisy Offering - October 16 & 17
We are entering our final year (2022) of our pledge to Camp Wapo’s dining hall expansion campaign, and to help 
fulfill our pledge we are bringing back the Camp Wapo Noisy Offering! We will have the Noisy Offering buckets 
out around the Sanctuary on the weekend of October 16-17. We invite you to bring your coins (bills accepted too) 
that weekend to place in these buckets. We will have a bucket at the Welcome Center all of October for those who 
may want to drop off their noisy offering during our normal office hours. Phase 1 of Camp Wapo’s building project 
is nearly complete and they are looking at plans for starting Phase 2. You can see all of Camp Wapo’s updates at
https://lakewapo.org/news/gather-update/.

Growing Through Loss© - Fall Grief Series Begins October 14
This six-week series will be held at Zion beginning October 14. Registration is at 6:45 p.m. At 7 p.m. a guest 
speaker will discuss a grief topic, followed by facilitated small groups. You are welcome to come and listen to the 
speaker; support group participation is optional. The evening ends at 9 p.m. Each session is complete in itself. You 
are welcome to attend one or all sessions. There is no pre-registration or fee and the event is open to the public. 
For further information please call (763) 354-7828. Questions? Contact Pastor Sue swallager@zionanoka.org.

Divorce Support Group
Monday, October 4 | 7 p.m. | Zion Fellowship Hall
Anyone who has been or is going through a separation or divorce is welcome to attend this ongoing Divorce Care 
Series. If you have questions, please email Sandy Wallace at sandylwallace@yahoo.com.

Weddings
Sept 25 - Tiffany Capouch & 
Derek Hoffman

about our people
Deaths
Kay Lord-Gasal
LeRoy Nohr

Bill & Marie Norquist in memory of Bea McGillivray
Brian Lundgren in memory of Lindy Lundgren
Florence Shebetka in memory of son Glen
Lynn Liedman in memory of Stan
Nancy & Tom Blaska in honor of 50th wedding anniversary
Marilyn Herbold in memory of Bea McGillivray
Jamie & Suzanne Gaboury in honor of 35th wedding anniversary
Ron & Verna Pendergrass in memory of Kathy Anderson



care and serve

Domestic Violence Awareness Month (DVAM) at Zion
The Lord works righteousness and justice for all the oppressed. Psalm 103:6

Zion’s Rachel Circle ministry focus is Domestic Violence. Its mission statement is “To raise awareness and shine a 
light of hope on the issues of Domestic Violence”.
• This year during October, Zion will shine purple lights through the night at the main entry doors. Purple lights 

are a universal symbol of domestic violence awareness and send a message of hope to those living with it. 
Also, the electronic sign on 4th Avenue will have a message on it stating that “October is Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month.”

• Zion can also shine purple lights at home. To do this, items will be available for purchase. A “purple lights 
bundle” (cost $30) includes one string of purple lights, two purple porch light bulbs, and a yard sign. Items can 
also be purchased individually.

• Worship services at Zion on October 16/17 will have a special emphasis on Domestic Violence Awareness in 
scriptures, prayers and preaching. There will also be visual symbols — purple flowers and a purple candle to 
remember victims and honor survivors.

• A display in the lower commons will highlight awareness and prevention.
• Programs for youth and their parents on healthy relationships will take place on October 27 for                     

confirmation-age youth and in early November for high school youth/young adults.
• A Sunday Forum with a specific focus is being planned for February.
• Ideas for a book group for parents are being considered.
• Rachel Circle is also providing resources for other churches in the area, sharing what has helped Zion              

establish this vital ministry.

Matthew Bag Ministry
“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink...”
Matthew 25:35

Rooted in Jesus’ admonition to feed the hungry as found in Matthew 25, a Matthew Bag is a 
gallon-sized helping hand for people in need, and a new ministry at Zion. Each bag contains 
water, food bars, personal hygiene items, socks and a “Who to Call” resource sheet.

Zion’s Matthew Bag ministry brings together “bagging teams” as needed throughout the 
year. Groups participating include Vacation Bible School, Kid City, Common Ground and 
Confirmation classes. The first congregational bagging opportunity will be October 10 from 
10-11 a.m. in the Legacy Room. To provide for social distancing, a Matthew Bag sign-up sheet will be located at the 
Welcome Desk on October 3.

Each individual or family may take home one Matthew Bag to be given, in a safe manner, to a needy person they 
encounter. A second bag will be given to organizations in our community who serve the needy e.g. ACBC and 
HOPE4Youth. When available, additional Matthew Bags will be placed by the Welcome Desk.

Donation of Matthew Bag items will be solicited from group participants. Further donations will be requested, 
as needed, from our congregation in Zion publications. Questions? Contact Pat Reuss at 763-421-7637 or Louise 
Person at 763-444-1489.
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WELCOME
You are invited, you are welcome to 
come and experience God’s love at 
Zion Lutheran Church.

CONTACT US
1601 4th Avenue 
Anoka MN 55303 
763.421.4656 
www.zionanoka.org

habitat for humanity

Our Habitat/Zion work project this year was held August 23-27 at a house rehab in New Hope. We were limited to 8 construction 
volunteers this year because of COVID but we also had 11 food volunteers who kept the workers well fed. We also worked with 
Tony, Habitat’s Site Supervisor, his helper Roger, a neighbor, Stu, from down the street and Sam, an AmeriCorp volunteer. Our 

work for the week consisted of working in the basement removing old tile, painting, installing laminate flooring, doors and trim 
and a new handrail. Upstairs we finished sanding a bedroom floor and put two coats of varnish on hardwood floors throughout 

the house. Trim and kitchen cabinets were also installed. Food was provided by Zion volunteers as well as purchased with 
money from a $250 Thrivent Action Team Grant. Thank you Zion for helping make this project a success!


